
No. 202.10 

E X E C U T I V E  O R D E R 

Continuing Temporary Suspension and Modification of Laws Relating to the 

Disaster Emergency 

WHEREAS, on March 7, 2020, I issued Executive Order Number 202, declaring a 

State disaster emergency for the entire State of New York; 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor of the State of New York, by 

virtue of the authority vested in me by Section 29-a of Article 2-B of the 

Executive Law to temporarily suspend or modify any statute, local law, 

ordinance, order, rule, or regulation, or parts thereof, of any agency during a 

State disaster emergency, if compliance with such statute, local law, ordinance, 

order, rule, or regulation would prevent, hinder, or delay action necessary to 

cope with the disaster emergency or if necessary to assist or aid in coping with 

such disaster, I hereby temporarily suspend or modify, for the period from the 

date of this Executive Order through April 22, 2020 the following: 

  

• Subdivision (2) of section 6527, Section 6545, and Subdivision (1) of 

Section 6909 of the Education Law, to the extent necessary to provide that 

all physicians, physician assistants, specialist assistants, nurse 

practitioners, licensed registered professional nurses and licensed 

practical nurses shall be immune from civil liability for any injury or death 

alleged to have been sustained directly as a result of an act or omission by 

such medical professional in the course of providing medical services in 

support of the State’s response to the COVID-19 outbreak, unless it is 

established that such injury or death was caused by the gross negligence of 

such medical professional; 



 

 

Affected NY Statutes 

EDN § 6527(2) - Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of any general, special or local law, any 

licensed physician who voluntarily and without the expectation of monetary compensation renders 

first aid or emergency treatment at the scene of an accident or other emergency, outside a hospital, 

doctor's office or any other place having proper and necessary medical equipment, to a person who 

is unconscious, ill or injured, shall not be liable for damages for injuries alleged to have been 

sustained by such person or for damages for the death of such person alleged to have occurred by 

reason of an act or omission in the rendering of such first aid or emergency treatment unless it is 

established that such injuries were or such death was caused by gross negligence on the part of such 

physician.  Nothing in this subdivision shall be deemed or construed to relieve a licensed physician 

from liability for damages for injuries or death caused by an act or omission on the part of a 

physician while rendering professional services in the normal and ordinary course of his practice. 

[Emphasis added] 

EDN § 6545 - Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of any general, special or local law, any 

physician assistant properly licensed in this state who voluntarily and without the expectation of 

monetary compensation renders first aid or emergency treatment at the scene of an accident or 

other emergency, outside a hospital, doctor's office or any other place having proper and necessary 

medical equipment, to a person who is unconscious, ill or injured, shall not be liable for damages for 

injuries alleged to have been sustained by such person or for damages for the death of such person 

alleged to have occurred by reason of an act or omission in the rendering of such first aid or 

emergency treatment unless it is established that such injuries were or such death was caused by 

gross negligence on the part of such physician assistant.  Nothing in this section shall be deemed or 

construed to relieve a licensed physician assistant from liability for damages for injuries or death 

caused by an act or omission on the part of a physician assistant while rendering professional 

services in the normal and ordinary course of his or her practice. [Emphasis added] 

EDN § 6909(1) - Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of any general, special, or local law, any 

licensed registered professional nurse or licensed practical nurse who voluntarily and without the 

expectation of monetary compensation renders first aid or emergency treatment at the scene of an 

accident or other emergency, outside a hospital, doctor's office or any other place having proper and 

necessary medical equipment, to a person who is unconscious, ill or injured shall not be liable for 

damages for injuries alleged to have been sustained by such person or for damages for the death of 

such person alleged to have occurred by reason of an act or omission in the rendering of such first 

aid or emergency treatment unless it is established that such injuries were or such death was caused 

by gross negligence on the part of such registered professional nurse or licensed practical nurse.  

Nothing in this subdivision shall be deemed or construed to relieve a licensed registered professional 

nurse or licensed practical nurse from liability for damages for injuries or death caused by an act or 

omission on the part of such nurse while rendering professional services in the normal and ordinary 

course of her practice. [Emphasis added] 


