
 

 

    State directives related to medical liability and  
    increasing access to care during COVID-19 pandemic 

*Updated as of April 15, 2020  

State GOOD SAMARITAN 
PROTECTIONS 

ALTERNATIVE 
STANDARDS OF CARE 

PERMITTED 

HEALTH CARE 
LIABILITY WAIVERS 

EXPANDING SCOPE 
OF PRACTICE 

REINSTATING 
AND EXPEDITING 

LICENSING 

ALABAMA YES YES  YES YES 

ARIZONA YES     

ARKANSAS   YES  YES - Emergency 
temporary 
licenses to 

medical residents 
who have 

completed at 
least one year of 

internship 

CALIFORNIA YES   YES  

CONNECTICUT   YES   

DELAWARE YES    YES - Health care 
professionals 

whose licenses 
expired in the last 

five years are 
authorized to 

provide health 
care services in 

Delaware 

FLORIDA YES     

GEORGIA   YES  YES - Health care 
professionals 

whose licenses 
expired in the last 

five years are 

https://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2020/04/fifth-supplemental-state-of-emergency-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2020/03/state-of-emergency-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2020/04/fifth-supplemental-state-of-emergency-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2020/04/fifth-supplemental-state-of-emergency-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2020/04/new-order-provides-good-samaritan-protections-frontline-workers-responding
https://governor.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/executiveOrders/EO_20-18._.pdf
https://www.armedicalboard.org/Professionals/pdf/TempLicenseQualifications.pdf
https://www.armedicalboard.org/Professionals/pdf/TempLicenseQualifications.pdf
https://www.armedicalboard.org/Professionals/pdf/TempLicenseQualifications.pdf
https://www.armedicalboard.org/Professionals/pdf/TempLicenseQualifications.pdf
https://www.armedicalboard.org/Professionals/pdf/TempLicenseQualifications.pdf
https://www.armedicalboard.org/Professionals/pdf/TempLicenseQualifications.pdf
https://www.armedicalboard.org/Professionals/pdf/TempLicenseQualifications.pdf
https://www.armedicalboard.org/Professionals/pdf/TempLicenseQualifications.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.30.20-EO-N-39-20-text.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.30.20-EO-N-39-20-text.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7U.pdf
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/DEMA-and-DPH-Order-3.23.20.pdf
file:///C:/Users/slepial/Desktop/PPN/health%20care%20professionals%20whose%20licenses%20expired%20in%20the%20last%20five%20years%20are%20authorized%20to%20provide%20health%20care%20services%20in%20Delaware
file:///C:/Users/slepial/Desktop/PPN/health%20care%20professionals%20whose%20licenses%20expired%20in%20the%20last%20five%20years%20are%20authorized%20to%20provide%20health%20care%20services%20in%20Delaware
file:///C:/Users/slepial/Desktop/PPN/health%20care%20professionals%20whose%20licenses%20expired%20in%20the%20last%20five%20years%20are%20authorized%20to%20provide%20health%20care%20services%20in%20Delaware
file:///C:/Users/slepial/Desktop/PPN/health%20care%20professionals%20whose%20licenses%20expired%20in%20the%20last%20five%20years%20are%20authorized%20to%20provide%20health%20care%20services%20in%20Delaware
file:///C:/Users/slepial/Desktop/PPN/health%20care%20professionals%20whose%20licenses%20expired%20in%20the%20last%20five%20years%20are%20authorized%20to%20provide%20health%20care%20services%20in%20Delaware
file:///C:/Users/slepial/Desktop/PPN/health%20care%20professionals%20whose%20licenses%20expired%20in%20the%20last%20five%20years%20are%20authorized%20to%20provide%20health%20care%20services%20in%20Delaware
file:///C:/Users/slepial/Desktop/PPN/health%20care%20professionals%20whose%20licenses%20expired%20in%20the%20last%20five%20years%20are%20authorized%20to%20provide%20health%20care%20services%20in%20Delaware
file:///C:/Users/slepial/Desktop/PPN/health%20care%20professionals%20whose%20licenses%20expired%20in%20the%20last%20five%20years%20are%20authorized%20to%20provide%20health%20care%20services%20in%20Delaware
file:///C:/Users/slepial/Desktop/PPN/health%20care%20professionals%20whose%20licenses%20expired%20in%20the%20last%20five%20years%20are%20authorized%20to%20provide%20health%20care%20services%20in%20Delaware
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/EO-20-52.pdf
https://gov.georgia.gov/document/2020-executive-order/04142001/download
https://gov.georgia.gov/executive-action/executive-orders/2020-executive-orders
https://gov.georgia.gov/executive-action/executive-orders/2020-executive-orders
https://gov.georgia.gov/executive-action/executive-orders/2020-executive-orders
https://gov.georgia.gov/executive-action/executive-orders/2020-executive-orders
https://gov.georgia.gov/executive-action/executive-orders/2020-executive-orders


 

 

authorized to 
provide health 
care services in 

Georgia 

ILLINOIS YES  YES  YES – Health care 
professionals 

whose licenses 
expired in the last 

three to five 
years, depending 
on profession, are 
given expedited, 

no-fee 
reinstatements  

INDIANA YES    YES - Health care 
professionals 

whose licenses 
expired in the last 

five years are 
authorized to 

provide health 
care services in 

Indiana; 
expedited 

licensing for 
medical residents 

and graduated 
students 

MAINE YES – With no fee 
emergency license 

   YES 

MARYLAND YES    YES 

https://gov.georgia.gov/executive-action/executive-orders/2020-executive-orders
https://gov.georgia.gov/executive-action/executive-orders/2020-executive-orders
https://gov.georgia.gov/executive-action/executive-orders/2020-executive-orders
https://gov.georgia.gov/executive-action/executive-orders/2020-executive-orders
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21290
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/Executive-Orders/ExecutiveOrder2020-19.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21290
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21290
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21290
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21290
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21290
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21290
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21290
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21290
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21290
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/news-item.aspx?ReleaseID=21290
https://coronavirus.in.gov/files/N%20-%20EO_20-05.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-13%20Medical%20Surge.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/governor-mills-acts-promote-access-health-care-during-covid-19-2020-03-25
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/governor-mills-acts-promote-access-health-care-during-covid-19-2020-03-25
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/governor-mills-acts-promote-access-health-care-during-covid-19-2020-03-25
https://governor.maryland.gov/2020/03/16/governor-hogan-orders-closure-of-bars-and-restaurants-announces-unprecedented-public-health-surge-to-combat-covid-19-crisis/
https://governor.maryland.gov/2020/03/16/governor-hogan-orders-closure-of-bars-and-restaurants-announces-unprecedented-public-health-surge-to-combat-covid-19-crisis/


 

 

MASSACHUSETTS YES – With emergency 
license  

 YES  YES - Health care 
professionals 

whose licenses 
expired in the last 

year are 
authorized to 

provide health 
care services in 
Massachusetts 

MISSISSIPPI   YES   

MISSOURI YES     

NEBRASKA YES    YES 

NEW JERSEY YES – Expedited no-
fee emergency 

licenses, with separate 
reciprocity granted to 

foreign, licensed 
health care providers 

 YES YES YES - Health care 
professionals 

whose licenses 
expired in the last 

five years are 
authorized to 

provide health 
care services in 

New Jersey 

NEW YORK YES   YES   

NORTH CAROLINA YES    YES – Reinstating 
retirees 

NORTH DAKOTA YES      

OKLAHOMA YES – for those 
holding a license in a 
state included in the 

Emergency 
Management 

Compact 

    

https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-changes-to-expedite-health-care-licensing-increase
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-changes-to-expedite-health-care-licensing-increase
https://www.mass.gov/news/governor-baker-files-legislation-to-provide-health-care-workers-liability-protections-during
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-changes-to-expedite-health-care-licensing-increase
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-changes-to-expedite-health-care-licensing-increase
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-changes-to-expedite-health-care-licensing-increase
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-changes-to-expedite-health-care-licensing-increase
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-changes-to-expedite-health-care-licensing-increase
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-changes-to-expedite-health-care-licensing-increase
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-changes-to-expedite-health-care-licensing-increase
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-changes-to-expedite-health-care-licensing-increase
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-changes-to-expedite-health-care-licensing-increase
https://www.sos.ms.gov/Content/documents/about_us/WhatsNew/1471.pdf
https://governor.mo.gov/press-releases/archive/governor-parson-continues-efforts-eliminate-barriers-expand-ability-provide
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zkjyf5vca2i5kdz/EO%2020-10%20-%20Additional%20Healthcare%20Workforce%20Capacity.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zkjyf5vca2i5kdz/EO%2020-10%20-%20Additional%20Healthcare%20Workforce%20Capacity.pdf?dl=0
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200319e.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200319e.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200319e.shtml
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-112.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/andrew-cuomo-coronavirus-new-york-health-care-workers-covid-19/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-20210-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/EO130-Meeting-North-Carolinas-Health-and-Human-Services-Needs.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/EO130-Meeting-North-Carolinas-Health-and-Human-Services-Needs.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/EO130-Meeting-North-Carolinas-Health-and-Human-Services-Needs.pdf
https://www.governor.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/executive-orders/Executive%20Order%202020-05.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1914.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1914.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1914.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1914.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1914.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1914.pdf


 

 

PENNSYLVANIA YES – Expedited 
temporary licenses 

   YES  

RHODE ISLAND YES – No fee, 90-day 
temporary license 

    

TENNESSEE     YES 

TEXAS    YES  YES – For nurses 
and physicians in 

training 

UTAH     YES – For health 
care retirees 

subject to Utah 
Postretirement 
Reemployment 
Restrictions Act 

VERMONT YES – Expedited 
temporary licenses 

 YES  YES 

WISCONSIN YES    YES – Health care 
professionals 

whose licenses 
expired in the last 

five years are 
authorized to 

provide health 
care services in 

Wisconsin 

 

https://www.dos.pa.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Waivers.aspx
https://www.dos.pa.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Waivers.aspx
https://www.dos.pa.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Waivers.aspx
https://www.ri.gov/press/view/37961
https://www.ri.gov/press/view/37961
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee20.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-waives-certain-regulations-to-expand-health-care-workforce-during-covid-19-response
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-takes-action-to-expand-nursing-workforce
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-eases-regulations-on-physicians-in-training-to-increase-health-care-capacity-in-texas
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-eases-regulations-on-physicians-in-training-to-increase-health-care-capacity-in-texas
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2020/03/30/live-coronavirus-updates/
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2020/03/30/live-coronavirus-updates/
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2020/03/30/live-coronavirus-updates/
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2020/03/30/live-coronavirus-updates/
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2020/03/30/live-coronavirus-updates/
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2020/03/30/live-coronavirus-updates/
https://www.healthvermont.gov/Health-Care-Professionals-Can-Get-Expedited-Temporary-License-to-Practice-April-13-2020
https://www.healthvermont.gov/Health-Care-Professionals-Can-Get-Expedited-Temporary-License-to-Practice-April-13-2020
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM%209%20TO%20EXECUTIVE%20ORDER%2001-20.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/Health-Care-Professionals-Can-Get-Expedited-Temporary-License-to-Practice-April-13-2020
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/27/file_attachments/1413356/DSPS%20_%20Reduced.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/27/file_attachments/1413356/DSPS%20_%20Reduced.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/27/file_attachments/1413356/DSPS%20_%20Reduced.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/27/file_attachments/1413356/DSPS%20_%20Reduced.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/27/file_attachments/1413356/DSPS%20_%20Reduced.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/27/file_attachments/1413356/DSPS%20_%20Reduced.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/27/file_attachments/1413356/DSPS%20_%20Reduced.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/27/file_attachments/1413356/DSPS%20_%20Reduced.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/27/file_attachments/1413356/DSPS%20_%20Reduced.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/27/file_attachments/1413356/DSPS%20_%20Reduced.pdf

